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secretaries of associations must have papers for their meetings and Kirby 
Smith was always ready to help. The essays, moreover, are good, and it is 
characteristic of him that in the first of them instead of repeating all the 
time-worn arguments, so old, so tattered, and so frayed, he selects a single 
one, the value of the classics for the study of English and the development 
of an English style, and elaborates it in a way that is at once genial and 
vigorous, persuasive and effective. In the "Humanities in Education," 
among other good points, he draws attention to the character of German 
education in the period before August, 1914: 

Now it is safe to say that for more than a generation the most obvious and 
striking characteristic of German education was that, apart from being highly 
organized and relentlessly thorough, it has been more exclusively scientific and 
technical than any system of education has ever been in any part of the world. 
Not content with its own proper domain, science and the scientific attitude had 
sought and found a "place in the sun" in practically every department of human 
activity. The Humanities undertook to save themselves by protective assimila- 
tion; but the final result of the effort was that at the outbreak of the war there 
was hardly a handful of classical scholars subject to the draft who could ever hope 
to command or deserve the recognition given to their illustrious predecessors. 

G. J. Laing 
University of Chicago 



Livy. With an English translation by B. 0. Foster. Volume I. 
Books I and II. (" Loeb Classical Series.") London : William 
Heinemann; New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1919. xxxvi+447. 
2 maps. $2.25. 

The excellent quality of this first instalment of Professor Foster's pro- 
posed thirteen-volume translation of Livy assures us of at last having a 
good rendering of all that remains of the historian's work. The only com- 
plete translations now available (Holland's, London, 1600, and Baker's 
1797) are old fashioned in vocabulary and style, and in other respects also 
are far from satisfactory. 

Professor Foster has equipped his work with a much more substantial 
introduction than is to be found in other recently published volumes of the 
Loeb series. In it he discusses most of the outstanding questions con- 
nected with Livy: his life and social position, the plan of his history, its 
style and technique, the use of epitomes, and the manuscript tradition. 
Limitations of space prevented his treating any of these topics in detail, but 
his command of the field, his admirable sense of perspective, and his com- 
pact style have enabled him to include in small space a surprising amount of 
valuable information. 
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The Latin text has been set up from the last edition by Weissenborn 
and Miiller, but many changes have been introduced from the Oxford text 
by Conway and Walters. The text of the Periochae is that of Rossbach. 

The translation is of distinct merit. It adheres closely to the original, 
but is couched in idiomatic English. If any criticism is to be made it is 
that in some passages, especially in the matter of periodic structure, it 
follows the original too closely. This is especially noticeable in the transla- 
tion of the Preface, which is the least successful of the translator's efforts. 
Just how far this close adherence to the original represents Professor Foster's 
own ideal of translation or the standard fixed by the editorial board of the 
series the reviewer is not in a position to state. 

In a few cases the translator's English is open to criticism: e.g., page 
xxiii (Introduction), "Caligula .... lacked but little of casting out their 
works"; page 15, where we have the pleonastic "affirm for certain"; page 19, 
"ordered the children to be committed to the river"; page 27, "chose out 
those of the cattle"; page 33, "the city was .... reaching out its walls." 
It is doubtful, moreover, whether the style of the translation gains anything 
by the use of archaisms like "avouch" (p. 1), "in menacing wise" (p. 25), 
and "added these words withal." As regards correctness and accuracy the 
translation takes high rank, and it is only occasionally that renderings are 
found which might be criticized on the ground of vagueness or inaccuracy 
as on page 31, "purple-bordered toga" for toga praetexta (it was red, not 
purple); and page 37, "taking her to Thalassius" for Thalassio ferre, where 
the meaning is that "she was being earned off for Thalassius." These are, 
however, minor points, more or less inevitable in so large a task as Profes- 
sor Foster has undertaken. 

G. J. Laing 

University of Chicago 

Die germanische Urgeschichte in Tacitus Germania. Von Edtjard 
Norden. Leipzig: B. G. Teubner, 1920. x+505. 

The quotation from Jakob Grimm on the title-page aptly indicates the 
nature and scope of this volume: "nirgends wo europaische Geschichte 
beginnt, hebt sie ganz von Frischem an, sondern setzt immer lange dunkle 
Zeiten voraus, durch welche ihr eine friihere Welt verkniipft wird." For 
the author's discussion of the ethnology of the Germania grows into a 
critical analysis of the history of primitive Germany, in which with striking 
acumen and great erudition he estimates the contributions and traces the 
relations of Posidonius, Procopius, Caesar, Pliny the Elder, and Jordanes. 
He does not however confine himself to literary sources. The latest results 
of archaeological research are also presented and effectively woven into the 
fabric of his argument. 

The range of the volume may be seen from the chapter titles: I, Die 
Germania im Rahmen der ethnographischen Literatur des Altertums; 



